
 

 

UNICEF DEPUTY REPRESENTATIVE COMMENDS TONGSTON’S 

NOVEL ENTREPRENEURIAL THINKING APPROACH AT ITS GLOBAL 

TONGSTON ENTREPRENEURIAL EDUCATION SUMMIT 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Largest Global gathering of 1000+ delegates from 54 countries across 

enterprise, education, finance and media, with 100+ speakers from 

global brands including the UNICEF, World Bank, KPMG, USAID, 

International Monetary Fund, University of Brunei, National Board of 

Technical Education, African Development Bank, US Africa Trade 

Council, Microsoft, PepsiCo, the Nigerian Government amongst many 

others - 7 October 2022 

The UNICEF Deputy Representative, Ms. Rushnan Murtaza, representing the United Nations 

Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator to Nigeria, Mr. Matthias Schmale, commended 

Tongston Entrepreneurship Holdings on its novel approach to tackling global socio-economic 

challenges by introducing Entrepreneurial Thinking in Education being Entrepreneurial 

Education and integrating this with business, finance, and media. 

The message came on September 1st, 2022, the first day of a 3-day Tongston Global 

Entrepreneurial Education Summit, held at the Raw Materials and Research Council, Abuja. 

The event had 1000+ delegates from 54 countries and 100+ speakers from 64 global brands, 

including the UN, Microsoft, University of Darussalam, E3G, KPMG International, E&Y, 

International Monetary Fund, Educate Online, African Development Bank, US Africa Trade 

Council, PepsiCo, Skills Outside School Foundation, USAID, Nigerian Electricity Regulatory 

Commission, UK Health Security Agency, Kyshi, the World Bank, African Business Coalition for 

Health, NHS England, DAI International, Centre for Global Development, TETFund, ITF, Stanbic 

IBTC, Teachers Registration Council of Nigeria, Gombe State University, among many other 

high-profile organisations.  

The speakers spoke on topics ranging from the role of media in sustainable social-economic 

development; the datafication of our world through technology; the future of content 

creation and marketing; operational and business models for the future; reimagining the future 

of the workforce, and how the public, private and non-profit players can shape this; and need 



 

 

for the inclusion of entrepreneurial education not just in learning but also in business, 

government, and development sector.  

In a keynote address, Ms. Murtaza celebrated the CEO, Engr. Bello Tongo, for harnessing the 

concept of entrepreneurial thinking in education. She urged collaboration among national 

leaders in the public, private and nonprofit sectors across Tongston’s critical areas of influence 

(education, business, finance, and media) to achieve this goal. 

On entrepreneurial education, which is Tongston’s global award-winning unique mandate, the 

UNICEF deputy representative said that it is not just about building businesses but a mindset. To 

create that mindset, there must be an investment in education, especially to make learning 

opportunities available beyond the four walls of a classroom. We will achieve this by leveraging 

known or novel digital platforms and integrating learning materials for both online and offline 

access. This is why Tongston’s products and services for public, private, and nonprofit 

institutions, entrepreneurs, and professionals demoed during the summit, are accessible online 

and offline globally.  

 

Tongston Holdings also launched a white paper on the “Roadmap to value, influence and 

profitability through to entrepreneurial education,” which it demonstrated through its 

entrepreneurial education product, alumni recorded professional, academic, and business 

success. This can be scaled across other institutions to achieve similar outcomes.  

To further advance the entrepreneurial education agenda, Tongston Entrepreneurship 

Holdings signed memoranda of understanding with the Gombe State University to provide 

access to tertiary students and the Skills Outside School Foundation, the leading pan-African 

education, employability, and entrepreneurship organization that has impacted thousands of 

people across the African continent and beyond.  

The summit also welcomed CV and business pitch deck clinics for entrepreneurs and 

professionals; live pitches from entrepreneurs giving out hundreds of thousands of Naira in 

grant funding to the winning pitch - an eco-friendly innovative battery business based in 

Nigeria in line with SDG 7 on clean energy.  

 About the Tongston Entrepreneurship Group  

Tongston is a multi- award-winning leading pan-African group driving entrepreneurial thinking 

through education, enterprise, media, and finance for Africa’s sustainable socio-economic 

development, leveraging its four integrated subsidiaries: Tongston College, Tongston Institute, 

Tongston Ventures, and Tongston Media.  



 

 

Tongston is the convener of the Global Tongston Entrepreneurial Education that hosted 1000+ 

delegates from 54 countries globally, and 100+ speakers from 82+ global organizations 

including UN, USAID, IMF, KPMG, US Africa Trade Council, African Development Bank, Stanbic 

IBTC, World Bank, Microsoft amongst others.  

Tongston is one of the top 50 organizations that have shown excellence in education by the 

Global Forum for Education and Learning, outstanding leadership in education award from 

the Education 2.0, Nominee for the Meaningful Business Award, amongst several others. It is 

the first time a Nigerian organization is winning the GFEL award, and this is because of 

Tongston’s leadership in innovation in education in Africa.  

Frequently profiled across international and local media, Tongston delivers innovative 
proprietary products and services to public, non-profit and private sector professionals, 
students from upper primary to post-tertiary levels, entrepreneurs, educators, governments, 
private and non-profit institutions. This is through its world-class management and advisory 
board with experience across leading organizations including Lafarge Africa, Access Bank, 
British Council, Africa Finance Corporation, Globacom, Universiti Brunei, Central Bank of 
Nigeria, Nigeria Stock Exchange, Kaduna Business School, Nigeria Sovereign Investment 
Authority, Nigerian Tulip International Schools, Axa Mansard and Bureau of Public Enterprises. 

Tongston’s products and services range from entrepreneurial education for primary, 
secondary, tertiary, and post-tertiary levels through Tongston Institute and College; business 
development, advisory, capital and asset management through Tongston Ventures; access 
to multi-media services through Tongston Media; and technology, data, research, accounting, 
treasury, legal, governance, strategy, HR and administration services through the parent 
company, Tongston Holdings. 

Tongston is a member of the US Association of Small Business & Entrepreneurship, Association 

of Accredited Small Business Consultants, Global Partnership for Poverty and Entrepreneurship, 

Nigerian Institute of Training & Development, Nigerian Youth Chamber of Commerce, VC4A, 

International Council for Small Business and Africa Association of Entrepreneurs. 
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